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8:30 - 9:00am (GMT) Doors Open
Look around Conference platform and chat/engage with other delegates arriving

9:00 - 9:15am Welcome & Introductions
Paul Gershlick (VWV & PING Chair), Angela McFarlane (IQVIA) and Nitin Dahad (Hertfordshire Local 
Enterprise Partnership)

9:15 - 9:50am ‘The Power of Innovation and Collaboration in Medicines Discovery and Access - Lessons From the 
Recent Past, Vision for a Bright UK Future’
Ben Osborn (Pfizer UK and ABPI)

9:50 - 10:00am Break - Energiser & Entertainment
Tom Billington and Electric Umbrella

10:00 - 10:25am ‘UK Life Sciences Vision Explained - Creating the Innovation Environment for Life Sciences in the UK’
Alex Mclaughlin (The Office for Life Sciences) 

10:25 - 10:50am ‘NHS Commercial Medicines - Securing Innovative Treatments for Patients’
Claire Foreman (NHS England and Improvement)

10:50 - 11:05am Break - Energiser & Entertainment
Tom Billington and Electric Umbrella

11:05 - 11:25am ‘MHRA Innovation Supporting the UK to be a Global Life Sciences Super-Power’
Dr Kirsty Wydenbach (MHRA)

11:25 - 11:45am ‘Global Britain - An Exciting New Era for UK Life Sciences”
Andrew Howard (The Office for Life Sciences)

11:45 - 11:55am PING Innovation Award
Presented by Paul Gershlick (VWV & PING Chair)

11:55 - 12:00pm Closing to the Morning Session
Paul Gershlick (VWV & PING Chair)

12:00 - 12:20pm Speed Networking Zone 
Rapid fire networking with other delegates

Follow us on Twitter 
@VWVPlus
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12:00 - 12:45pm Breakout Sessions
Choice of 5 facilitated group discussions and engagement with our VWV experts (max 20 people on camera in 
each Session Room)
Room 1 
Ask The Expert drop-in:

‘Investment and 
Corporate Sales and 
Acquisitions’

Hosts: Nathan Guest 
(VWV Partner) & Paul 
Heath (VWV Senior 
Associate)

Room 2
Ask The Expert drop-in:

‘Licensing, IP and other 
Commercial Contracts’

Hosts: Laura Barrell 
(VWV Senior 
Associate) & Tom Cahill 
(VWV Senior 
Associate)

Room 3 
Ask The Expert drop-in:

‘Accessing and 
Keeping Talent - HR 
and Immigration’

Hosts: Michael 
Delaney (VWV Partner) 
& Tom Brett Young 
(VWV Partner)

Room 4
Group discussion with 
other Conference 
delegates 

Chairs: John Zucker 
(VWV Consultant) & 
Aderonke Fashade 
(VWV Associate)

Room 5
Group discussion with 
other Conference 
delegates 

Chairs: Bob Fahy 
(VWV Partner) & 
Penelope Jones (VWV 
Solicitor)

12:45 - 1:30pm Lunch Break & Entertainment
Tom Billington and Electric Umbrella

1:30 - 1:35pm Introductions & Welcome Back
Paul Gershlick (VWV & PING Chair) and Angela McFarlane (IQVIA) 

1:35 - 2:25pm ‘Collaboration Coming of Age’
Panel chaired by Laura Barrell (VWV Senior Associate), featuring: Professor Chas Bountra (University of Oxford), 
Dr Malcolm Skingle (GSK), Claire Ward (The Institute for Collaborative Working) & Richard Phillips (VWV 
Corporate Partner)

2:25 - 2:35pm Break - Energiser & Entertainment
Tom Billington and Electric Umbrella

2:35 - 3:15pm ‘UK as a Global Leader in Health Data Enabled Research - The Exciting Role for Data in Pharma and Drug 
Discovery Through Clinical Data in Real World Evidence and Genomic Data’
Panel chaired by Professor Joanne Hackett (IQVIA), featuring: Caroline Cake (Health Data Research UK) & 
Professor Sir Peter Donnelly (Genomics Plc)

3:15 - 3:30pm Break - Energiser & Entertainment
Tom Billington and Electric Umbrella

3:30 - 3:50pm Speed Networking Zone 
Rapid fire networking with other delegates

3:30 - 4:15pm Breakout Sessions
Choice of 2 facilitated group discussions and engagement with our speakers (max 20 people on camera in 
each Session Room)
Room 1 
Drop-in session: “Collaboration Coming of Age”

Chairs: Professor Chas Bountra, Dr Malcolm Skingle, Claire 
Ward & Richard Phillips; hosted by Laura 
Barrell (VWV Senior Associate) & John Zucker (VWV 
Consultant)

Room 2
Drop-in session: “UK as a Global Leader in Health Data 
Enabled Research”

Chairs: Professor Joanne Hackett, Caroline Cake & Professor 
Sir Peter Donnelly; hosted by Nathan Guest (VWV Partner) & 
Penelope Jones (VWV Solicitor)

4:15- 4:30pm Closing Words & Entertainment - Including PING Conference 2021 Song
Paul Gershlick (VWV & PING Chair) and closing piece from Electric Umbrella

4:30- 5:30pm After Event Chill Out Zone & Virtual Cocktail Lounge
Hosted by Bob Fahy (VWV Partner), Paul Heath (VWV Senior Associate) & Penny Bygrave (VWV Senior Associate)

Follow us on Twitter 
@VWVPlus
#PING21
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