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UK life sciences 
opportunities in a 
changed world
Brought to you by VWV, with the support of IQVIA 
and Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership.

We are delighted to be bringing you the 2021 PING Conference 
on Wednesday 17 November.

Speaker Profiles
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Chas is Pro-Vice Chancellor for 
Innovation at the University of 
Oxford, Professor of Translational 
Medicine in the Nuffield 
Department of Clinical Medicine, 
Director of the Centre for Medicines 
Discovery, and Professorial Fellow 
at Keble College, Oxford. 

Prior to coming back to Oxford in 
2008, Chas was Vice President and 
Head of Biology at GlaxoSmithKline. 

Chas is an invited expert on 
several government and charitable 
research funding bodies, and 
an advisor for many academic, 
biotech and pharma drug discovery 
programmes. 

In 2012, he was voted one of the 
“top innovators in the industry”, 
in 2014 received the ‘Rita and 
John Cornforth Award’ from the 
Royal Society of Chemistry, in 

2017 and 2018 was voted “Master 
of the Bench” from the Medicine 
Maker Power List, and in 2018 was 
awarded the ‘Order of the British 
Empire’ in the New Year’s Honours 
List.

Professor Chas Bountra OBE 
Pro-Vice Chancellor for Innovation,  
University of Oxford

Caroline Cake is Chief Executive 
Officer of Health Data Research 
UK (HDR UK). She provides 
strategic direction and leadership 
for the organisation’s delivery 
programmes.

Caroline is committed to 
supporting the HDR UK community 
in making the UK the most 
impactful place to do health 
data science. She sees HDR UK’s 
inclusive, team-oriented culture, 
built on the values of transparency, 
optimism, respect, courage and 

humility, as being at the heart of 
how we build HDR UK as one of the 
world’s leading health data science 
institutes.

Caroline joined HDR UK in 2018 
as Chief Operating Officer, where 
she oversaw the development of 
the Health Data Research Hubs, 
the Alliance, the Gateway and the 
Better Care Programme.

With more than 20 years of 
experience working in commercial 
organisations, Caroline joined HDR 
UK from 2020 Delivery. 

At 2020 Delivery she was a director 
advising health organisations, 
universities and central 
government departments on 
strategy, transformation, capability 
building, and delivery planning. 

Prior to joining 2020 Delivery, 
Caroline worked at McKinsey & 
Company and at ICI as a Chartered 
Engineer. Caroline holds an MBA 
from Harvard Business School and 
an MEng from the University of 
Cambridge.

Caroline Cake
CEO, Health Data Research UK



3

Professor Sir Peter Donnelly is CEO 
of Genomics plc and Emeritus 
Professor of Statistical Science at 
the University of Oxford where 
he was Director of the Wellcome 
Centre for Human Genetics from 
2009-2017. 
Peter was centrally involved in 
many of the major human genetics 
projects of the last 20 years. He 
played a significant role in the 
International HapMap Project, the 
successor to the Human Genome 
Project, later chairing the landmark 
Wellcome Trust Case Control 
Consortium (an international 
collaboration studying the genetics 

of more than 20 common human 
diseases in more than 60,000 
people). 
More recently, he led the 
collaboration to sequence the 
genomes of 500 individuals with 
a range of conditions to assess 
whole-genome sequencing in 
clinical medicine - a study which 
led to the NHS 100,000 Genomes 
Project. He also led the genetic 
work culminating in the genotyping 
of all 500,000 participants in UK 
Biobank.
In 2014, Peter and three colleagues 
founded Genomics plc, with Peter 

becoming CEO in 2017. Genomics 
plc is a pioneering healthcare 
company that aims to transform 
health through the power of 
genomics. The company, which 
now employs over 100 people 
in the UK and the US, uses an 
extensive data platform and novel 
analytical tools in two areas: to 
understand disease biology and 
find new drug targets; and to 
enable a prevention-first approach 
to healthcare by using its powerful 
risk prediction tools to get more 
of the right people into the 
appropriate screening, diagnosis, 
and treatment pathways. 

Professor Sir Peter Donnelly
Founder & CEO, Genomics Plc

Claire has worked in the NHS for 
20 years, leading work to improve 
patient access, experience and 
outcomes in care and treatments. 

Over the last decade, Claire has 
focused on developing medicines 
policy and strategy in specialised 
commissioning in regional and 
national roles. 

Claire joined the Commercial 
Medicines Directorate in the 
summer of 2021 to lead in policy, 
strategy and analysis to help 
drive efforts on medicines access 
including innovative treatments, 
on optimisation and value 
programmes, and on medicines 
sustainability and Net Zero. 

Claire is passionate about the role 
of medicines in improving patient 
outcomes and reducing health 
inequalities, and has a particular 
interest in innovative medicines.

Claire Foreman
Director of Medicines Policy & Strategy, 
NHS England & Improvement
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Andrew Howard is Deputy Director 
for Trade, Regulation, Analysis and 
Manufacturing and has worked in 
the Office for Life Sciences for over 
3 years. 

He has also worked in the Cabinet 
Office. 

Before joining the Civil Service, 
Andrew worked as a management 
consultant and solicitor.

Andrew Howard
Deputy Director for Trade, Regulation & 
Analysis, The Office for Life Sciences

Dr Hackett is a clinical academic, 
entrepreneur, investor, and a 
strategic, creative visionair with 
global experience spanning 
successful start-ups to Fortune 500 
companies. 
Aside from her curious passion 
for life and positivity, Joanne is 
known for building innovation, 
driving personalised medicine 
and leading through fast paced, 
complex changing ecosystems 
and integrations. Joanne’s goal is 
to contribute in bringing the world 
novel, cost effective and simple 
health care solutions, and she is 
particularly keen on building the 
case for prevention, open science 

and citizen genomics. She has 
extensive global experience across 
academic, business and clinical 
institutions, and enjoys sharing her 
experiences with the Boards she 
sits on as well as companies she 
provides strategic advice to. 
Joanne has been publicly 
recognised for her relentless 
pursuit of revolutionising 
healthcare and has been named 
one of the top six Influential 
Leaders in Healthcare by CIO 
Look, the Accenture Life Science 
Leader of the year, Freshfields 
Top 100 Most Influential Women, 
One HealthTech Top 70 Women in 
the NHS, Pharmaceutical Market 

Europe’s 30 women leaders in UK 
healthcare and BioBeat Top 50 
Women in Biotech Award. 
Joanne believes in human courage 
and perseverance against the 
odds, and demonstrates that 
positive change, whether in a 
company or in one’s personal life, 
can be carved out from even the 
greatest of trials. 
As a believer of ‘health = wealth’, 
Joanne is an internationally known 
yoga instructor. 

Professor Joanne Hackett
Head of Genomic & Precision Medicine, 
IQVIA
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Alex Mclaughlin
Head of Strategy, The Office for Life Sciences

Alex is responsible for all strategy 
work in the Office for Life Sciences, 
and was the lead author and 
coordinator of Government and the 
sector’s recent Life Science Vision.  

Prior to his current role, Alex 
worked on life science trade and 
medical device regulation; was 
Senior Private Secretary to two 
Health Ministers; 

established the Department 
of Health’s epidemic vaccines 
programme; and worked for the 
Chief Medical Officer.

After graduating from Leeds 
University Ben joined Pfizer 
in 1998, where his career has 
taken him through a variety of 
leadership roles both in the UK and 
internationally. 

Most recently Ben was the Chief 
Marketing Officer across Europe, 
Japan, Korea and ANZ where he 
led the digital transformation of 
the commercial organisation and 
innovative partnerships across 

the sector. He is passionate about 
organisational culture and purpose 
to ensure patients benefit from 
breakthrough innovation and 
science. 

He is now the UK Country Manager 
and Managing Director for Pfizer 
UK, leading the organisation 
through unprecedented times 
of opportunity to bring science, 
data and technology together to 
transform healthcare.

Ben is the President of the 
Association of the British 
Pharmaceutical Industry and 
represents industry on a number of 
committees with government and 
NHS.

Ben Osborn
Country Manager, Pfizer UK; and President, 
ABPI
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Dr Malcolm Skingle CBE 
Director & Academic Liaison, GSK

Claire Ward
CEO, Institute for Collaborative Working

Claire qualified as a solicitor before 
entering Parliament as the Labour 
MP for Watford in 1997. 

During 13 years in Parliament, she 
served for 5 years in Government 
roles as a Whip, Vice Chamberlain 
and Justice Minister. 

After her parliamentary career, 
Claire was Chief Executive of the 

Independent Pharmacy Federation, 
a trade association for community 
pharmacy before becoming the 
Chair of Pharmacy Voice, the trade 
body for community pharmacy 
organisations. She continues to 
advise pharmacy organisations on 
a regular basis. 

She has been a non-executive 

director at Sherwood Forest NHS FT 
since 2013 and is currently serving 
as Chair. 

In 2018, Claire became a Governor 
of University of Hertfordshire. 

Claire joined the Institute for 
Collaborative Working as CEO in 
2019.

Malcolm Skingle has a BSc in 
Pharmacology/Biochemistry and 
a PhD in Neuropharmacology.  He 
has worked in the pharmaceutical 
industry for more than 40 years 
and has gained a wide breadth of 
experience in the management of 
research activities.  

Part of his former role as a research 
leader in a Neuropharmacology 
department involved co-supervising 
collaborations with academics 
in the UK, Europe and USA.  He 
has more than 60 publications 
including articles on the interface 
between industry and academia.

Malcolm manages Academic 
Liaison at GSK with staff in 
Stevenage and Philadelphia.  
His role involves close liaison 
with several groups outside 
the Company e.g. Government 
Departments, Research and 
Funding Councils and other science-
driven organisations. He sits on 
many external bodies including 
several UK University Department 
advisory groups. He also chairs a 
number of groups including the 
Diamond (Synchotron) Industrial 
Advisory Board, the Cogent Science 
Industry Partnership Board driving 
skills for the life sciences sector 
and the ABPI group working on 

academic liaison.

Malcolm has also been awarded a 
CBE in the 2009 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List in recognition of his 
contribution to the pharmaceutical 
industry as well as an Honorary 
Professorship from the College of 
Medical and Dental Sciences at 
the University of Birmingham; an 
honorary DSc from the University of 
Hertfordshire and honorary degree 
from the University of Dundee. 
Malcolm was elected as a Fellow 
into the Faculty of Medicine at 
Imperial College London in 2011 
and an Honorary Fellow of the 
British Pharmacological Society in 
December 2020.
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Dr Kirsty Wydenbach is an Expert 
Medical Assessor in the Clinical 
Trials Unit, having joined the MHRA 
in 2009. She has been involved in 
the UK regulation of clinical trials 
across all therapy areas and all 
phases of development, including 
ATMPs and many first-in-man 
studies. She has also been involved 
in European discussions aiming 
to establish an EU harmonised 
approach to clinical trials, 
particularly for Developmental 

Safety Update Reports (DSURs) and 
Reference Safety Information (RSI). 
She was also an EMA expert for 
the update of the First-in-Human 
guideline. 

Other recent work has included 
collaboration with external 
industry groups and regulators 
regarding adaptive and novel trial 
designs: she is leading on this 
aspect for the MHRA in order to 
implement that aspect of the Life 

Sciences Industrial Strategy, and 
was a contributor to the EU CTFG 
“Recommendation Paper on the 
Initiation and Conduct of Complex 
Clinical Trials”. 

More recently Kirsty has overseen 
the clinical trial work for COVID-19 
and provided regulatory expertise 
on vaccines both within MHRA but 
also as part of the government 
Vaccine Taskforce.

Dr Kirsty Wydenbach
Expert Medical Assessor, MHRA
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Follow us on Twitter:
@VWVPlus 
#PING21

VWV
45 Clarendon Road, Watford, Hertfordshire WD17 1SZ

Key contact: Paul Gershlick

Email: pgershlick@vwv.co.uk 

Call: 01923 919 320 

Website: www.vwv.co.uk

IQVIA
3 Fornbury Place - 23 Fornbury Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 
3JH

Key contact: Angela McFarlane

Email: angela.mcfarlane@iqvia.com

Call: 0118 450 8000

Website: www.iqvia.co.uk

Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership
One Garden City, Broadway, Letchworth Garden City, 
Hertfordshire SG6 3BF

Key contact: Nitin Dahad

Email: info@hertfordshirelep.co.uk

Call: 01462 244 700

Website: www.hertfordshirelep.co.uk


