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We are delighted to be bringing you the 2022 PING Conference 
on Monday 20 June, at The Old Palace, Hatfield House.
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Mark Bretton is Chair of 
Hertfordshire LEP and the LEP 
Network, the national body that 
brings all 38 LEPs together. He 
has 39 years of wide-ranging 
business experience, including in 
several high profile Government 
programmes. Until recently 
Mark was a Managing Director 
(Partner) in the leadership team 
of the professional services firm 
Accenture. 

He sits on the Business Leaders’ 
Council of the charity Teach First.

Mark has an MBA in Export 
Management and International 
Business from Bayes Business 
School and a BSc Econ (Hons) in 
Management Studies. He was 
a Royal Signals Reserve Officer 
(Major) and holds a Territorial 
Decoration. Mark joined the LEP 
Board as Business Representative 
and Chair Designate in January 
2016, took over as Chair of the LEP 

Board in June 2016 becoming Chair 
of the LEP Network in September 
2019. Mark is a member of 
the Secretary of State for BEIS’ 
Levelling Up Taskforce and on the 
Minister for Local Government’s 
Economic Recovery Working Group 
and the Business Action Council, 
all focused on helping the country 
grow out of the COVID-19 crisis.  
His focus now is transitioning LEPs 
into their evolved role as part of the 
Government’s Levelling Up plans.

Mark Bretton
Chair - Hertfordshire LEP & The LEP Network 

George Freeman is Minister for 
Science, Research and Innovation 
at the Department for Business, 
Energy & Industrial Strategy. 

Elected to Parliament in 2010 after 
a 15-year career founding high-
growth technology companies, 
George has served in the last three 
Governments as UK Trade Envoy, 

the first UK Minister for Life Science, 
Chair of the No10 Policy Board and 
Minister of State at the Department 
for Transport. 

Most recently, he led the Prime 
Minister’s Task Force on Innovation, 
Growth and Regulatory Reform 
(TIGRR). 

He is Founder of the Big Tent 
Festival and Foundation, the 
Reform for Resilience Global 
Health Commission and the 
2020 Conservatives Group. He 
is also author of Britain Beyond 
Brexit and the former Chair of the 
Conservative Policy Forum.

George Freeman MP 
Minister for Science, Research & Innovation
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Paul Gershlick
VWV Partner, Head of Pharmaceuticals and 
Life Sciences & PING Chair

Paul is a Commercial Partner and 
also heads VWV’s Pharma & Life 
Sciences sector, since 2011. He 
drafts, negotiates and advises on 
a variety of commercial contracts, 
specialising within the Pharma 
& Life Sciences and Technology 
sectors.

Paul has worked on a number 
of high-value, business-
critical, heavyweight contracts, 
including agency, distribution, 
manufacturing, outsourcing, 
managed access, supply, purchase, 
IP and IT. 

Clients value Paul’s proactive, 
pragmatic, commercial, 
collaborative and down-to-earth 
approach.

Paul set up the thriving networking 
group, PING (the Pharmaceutical 
Industry Network Group), in 2010.  
PING is a best practice group for 
people right across pharma.  PING 
attracts leading speakers on the 
hottest topics facing the sector. 

Paul co-chairs the Ethical Medicines 
Industry Group’s Compliance 
Special Interest Group and presents 
on latest legal developments at 
EMIG’s Finance Special Interest 
Group.

Paul also writes widely on legal and 
pharma sector developments, and 
is editor of VWV’s Pharma and Life 
Sciences Law Brief.

He presents at conferences 
(including the Sigma Conference) 
and appears on BBC radio, as 
well as in leading national and 
industry publications relating 
to life sciences, healthcare and 
technology issues. 

In 2013, Paul received an honorary 
Masters degree from the University 
of Hertfordshire for his ‘contribution 
to the development of commercial 
law in the Pharmaceutical and Life 
Sciences industry’. 

Paul is proud of the difference his 
Pharma & Life Sciences team has 
achieved through ‘connecting life 
sciences expertise in a changing 
world’, the sector’s motto.
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Tim joined BGF in January 2018. He 
is based in London and Cambridge 
and his main role is to identify 
and execute investments with a 
particular focus on tech and life 
sciences propositions. 

Tim has been active in the venture 
capital and start-up ecosystem 

for over 20 years, initially as an 
entrepreneur and then as an 
investor with SoftBank, NEC and 
DFJ ePlanet Capital. 

He has been a party to ca 200 
investments across a broad range 
of sectors, stages and geographies. 

Tim has a science background and 
began his career in BT’s research 
labs developing materials for 
optical switching and amplification. 
He has an MBA from London 
Business School.

Tim Rea
Head of Early Stage Investments, BGF

Nathan has spent more than 20 
years advising corporate clients 
on private equity and venture 
capital investments, mergers and 
acquisitions and management 
buy outs. He acts for UK and 
international companies, although 
the majority of his clients are 
entrepreneurs/founders, start-
ups and scale-ups, SMEs and 
management teams. Nathan is 
ideally placed to help clients to 
grow their business by raising 
angel, venture capital or private 
equity funding (including under 
the SEIS, EIS, or VCT schemes), or 
assist clients to exit their business 
via an M&A or MBO.

Nathan leads VWV’s national 
Technology practice, which he 
founded in 2008 and is also a key 
member of the firm’s Pharma & 
Life Sciences team, leading VWV’s 
work in supporting emerging 
life sciences companies. Nathan 
acts for a significant number of 
tech and life sciences start-ups 
(including University ‘spin-outs’), 
scale-ups and other high-growth 
technology and life sciences 
companies and was previously 
judged by business publication, 
Corporate INTL, as the Emerging 
Companies Corporate Lawyer of 
the Year in England.

Nathan regularly attends our 
free Lawyer-in-Residence or legal 
surgery sessions at: SETsquared 
Bristol, SETsquared Bath, Science 
Creates, Future Space, Bristol 
Robotics Lab, MedCity and 
Stevenage Bioscience Catalyst 
providing support for tech startups, 
and life sciences startup and early 
stage companies.

He is frequently invited to serve as 
a judge or expert panel member in 
technology, life sciences and other 
business competitions/events 
and regularly runs webinars and 
other training sessions on the early 
stage investment and investment 
readiness.

Nathan Guest
Partner, VWV
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Before joining us in February 2022, 
Sam was the managing director 
of health and care at Legal and 
General, a financial services firm. 
In this role, she had responsibility 
for identifying promising areas for 
investment across health and care.

Prior to that, Sam was the first chief 
executive of the Accelerated Access 
Collaborative. This is a national 
umbrella organisation for health 
innovation, hosted by NHS England 
and NHS Improvement (NHSEI).

She originally trained as a doctor 
and practiced medicine in South 
Africa, the UK, and Australia before 
undertaking an MBA. She then 
joined McKinsey and Company, 
where she worked in a wide range 
of industries before specialising in 
healthcare.

After McKinsey, Sam moved into 
the NHS as a senior manager at 
University College London Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trust. She was 
also a director in UCLPartners, an 
Academic Health Sciences Centre 

and Network. Last year, she took on 
the role of director of innovation, 
research and life sciences at NHSEI.

Over the last 5 years Sam has 
become involved in research, 
working with health economic 
models to inform evidence-based 
policy at the London School of 
Economics. She then moved to 
the University of Oxford where 
she undertook a DPhil (Doctor of 
Philosophy).

Dr Samantha Roberts
Chief Executive, NICE

Andrew is an internationally 
renowned epidemiologist with 
over 20 years of experience and 
qualifications obtained in BSc 
(Mathematics & Statistics) at 
Warwick University and DPhil 
(Statistics) at University of Oxford. 

Andrew started his career as 
a Statistical Epidemiologist at 
University of Oxford and has had 
a wide range of roles across both 
academia and industry principally 
focused on the application of 
epidemiological methods to 
advance the understanding of 

human disease. Andrew was 
most recently Vice President Data 
Strategy at GSK before assuming 
his role as CEO at Our Future 
Health leading the UK’s largest 
ever health research programme in 
April 2020.

Andrew Roddam
Chief Executive Officer, Our Future Health
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Matt Whitty is the Director of 
Innovation, Research and Life 
Sciences and Chief Executive of the 
Accelerated Access Collaborative. 

He is a trained Pharmacist and has 
worked in a variety of clinical roles 
and as a management consultant 
before joining NHS England and 
Improvement.

Matthew Whitty
Director of Innovation, Research & Life Sciences, NHS England & 
Improvement, & Chief Executive, Accelerated Access Collaborative
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Alun Williams
Investment Director, Parkwalk Advisors

Before joining Parkwalk in 2011, 
Alun Williams spent 20 years 
managing debt capital markets at 
Natwest Markets (now part of RBS) 
and Royal Bank of Canada. 

Alun represents Parkwalk on the 
Boards of a number of portfolio 
companies, notably the University 
of Oxford spin-outs Oxford Flow, 
Mind Foundry and Proxisense.



Follow us on Twitter:
@VWVPlus 
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VWV
45 Clarendon Road, Watford, Hertfordshire WD17 1SZ

Key contact: Paul Gershlick

Email: pgershlick@vwv.co.uk 

Call: 01923 919 320 

Website: www.vwv.co.uk

Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership
One Garden City, Broadway, Letchworth Garden City, 
Hertfordshire SG6 3BF

Key contact: Mark Bretton

Email: info@hertfordshirelep.co.uk

Call: 01462 244 700

Website: www.hertfordshirelep.co.uk
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